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Tomoko Ako is Associate Professor of Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Tokyo 

University. Her research interests include empowerment of socially vulnerable people 

such as migrant workers, HIV/AIDS positives, women, elderly people and children, with 

a particular focus on China. She has conducted research on migrant workers of new 

generation, HIV/AIDS victims who contracted the virus through blood selling and 

transfusion, building of social capital in rural development, and so on. Recently she has 

been involved in research projects on civil society and social media, and has interviewed 

a wide range of Chinese public intellectuals, human rights lawyers, and journalists. 

 

Her recent publications include, Power Structure and Guanxi Network in Rural China. 

Chinese Social Changes in the New Stage of Post-Deng Era (Kyuko Shoin, 2008), What 

is the Root of Corruption and Economic Disparity?: Black Prison, Blood Selling, 

Household Registration System. RATIO 5: Problems of China (Kodansha, 2008), The 

Country that Devours its Poor: A Warning from China’s Divided Society (Shinchosha, 

2009; 2014), Prospect of China’s Civil Society and Democratization: Tortuous 

Interrelation between Social Media and Political Reform (Japan Association of 

International Politics, 2012), Rising Social Tension: “Politics” around Environmental 

Problems. China Risk (Iwanami shoten, 2015), Empowered Citizens on the Rise: Where 

is China Going? The Future of  a Superpower 5 (Tokyo University Press, 2016), and so 

on.  


