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Tomoko Ako is Associate Professor of Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Tokyo
University. Her research interests include empowerment of socially vulnerable people
such as migrant workers, HIV/AIDS positives, women, elderly people and children, with
a particular focus on China. She has conducted research on migrant workers of new
generation, HIV/AIDS victims who contracted the virus through blood selling and
transfusion, building of social capital in rural development, and so on. Recently she has
been involved in research projects on civil society and social media, and has interviewed
a wide range of Chinese public intellectuals, human rights lawyers, and journalists.
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